Alaska, and Mt. Davidson in the Aleutians. Professor Davidson was a man of 
energy, large mind, wide interests, and meticulous workmanship. A biographer has 
called him “In many respects...the most remarkable man who ever came to 
California.” 

Davidson's great work was the surveying of California and the Pacific Coast. He 
is known as the Geographer of the Pacific Northwest, but he did significant work 
in many other fields. He established California’s eastern boundary. Seward sent 
him to Alaska for a scientific report before purchasing it from Russia. His editions 
of the Coast Pilot were known as the Davidson Bible by Pacific mariners. He set up 
California’s first observatory. He published books and papers on astronomy, engi- 
neering, geodesy, geography, instruments, navigation, and other subjects. 

The California Academy of Science is fortunate to have through this bequest a 
more complete record of the works of this remarkable scientist, its president through 
so many of its formative years. It is also gratifying to find in this library many 
volumes of the early Proceedings and other publications antedating 1906, when the 
Academy’s stock was destroyed by fire. 

Among the rare books are the records of early California voyages of the 17th, 18th 
and 19th centuries. In one of these is a letter to Davidson from Robert Louis Steven- 
son, who had borrowed the book. This letter is dated in 1888 from the Occidental 
Hotel on Montgomery Street, San Francisco. 

Other items in the bequest are a photograph of Davidson with Louis Agassiz 
and Steindachner (1872), a portrait of Davidson painted by Benoni Irwin in Paris, 
1878, and a portrait photograph of James Lick, given to Davidson in 1874. On the 
back of the Lick portrait Davidson wrote that after twice trying to write his name, 
Lick had another write the inscription for him. This is an interesting note on James 
Lick, who endowed such educational and scientific institutions as the Lick Observa- 


tory, the Mechanics Institute, and the California Academy of Sciences. 
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A pril Announcement 


THE REGULAR APRIL MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be held in 
the Auditorium of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company, 245 Market Street, on 
Wednesday evening, April 17, 1946, at eight o'clock. Following a brief business 
meeting, the lecture of the evening will be given by Mr. Alexander Sprunt, Jr., 
who will take as his subject: 


WONDERS OF THE SOUTHERN WILDERNESS 


Alexander Sprunt, Jr., southern representative of the National Audubon Society, 
has since his earliest years devoted himself to outdoor pursuits. Few persons know as 
he does the forests and waterways, the swamps and the prairies of the South, from 
the Carolinas to Florida, Louisiana and Texas. 

Except for his undergraduate years at Davidson College, N. C. (1914-1918), and 
service with the U.S. Navy prior to the armistice, Mr. Sprunt has devoted himself 
to the study of wildlife and to the great problems of conservation. A native of 
Charleston, S. C., he spent many a boyhood day working as a volunteer in the noted 
museum of that city, and later (1924-1930) held the position of Curator of Ornith- 
ology in that institution. 

Mr. Sprunt made his first field investigations for the National Audubon Society 
in Louisiana during the fall of 1934, and he has been actively in the field for the 
Society ever since. For many years he supervised the work of Audubon wardens in 
the great sanctuary areas throughout the South. Before the war curtailed Audubon 
Wildlife Tours, he devoted himself to supervising these organized field trips which 
have brought many hundreds of visitors, from all parts of the United States, to 
observe at close range the spectacular wildlife of these areas. 

These great sanctuaries (covering more than three million acres) are patrolled by 
wardens of the Society—by automobile and power boat, on horseback and afoot, 
according to conditions—during the critical breeding and nesting seasons. Vast 


colonies of birds are protected in this way—among them the most beautiful and 
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spectacular in this country—egrets, spoonbills, cranes, herons, ibis, and many others, 
There can be no doubt that this protection has resulted in saving from complete 
extinction some of the most magnificent species of North American birds. 

Mr. Sprunt has recorded in a beautiful all-color film glimpses of the wildlife of 
this southern wilderness on a scale seldom witnessed by man. 

The public is cordially invited. 


—— 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its meeting 
on March 21, 1946, approved the applications of Miss Johanna E. Dresel, Mr. Paul 
D. Hurd, Mr. J. S. Hutchinson, and Mr. Otis Marston for MEMBERSHIP, and of 
Miss Margret Bischoff, Miss Beverly A. Daniels, Mr. Erwin Foster, Miss Dorothy 
Koenig, Mr. Arvid Lonseth, Mr. Vinton MacDonald, and Mr. Michael Neyman 
for Srupent Mempersuip in the California Academy of Sciences. If no objection 
to the election of these applicants be received at the office of the Academy within 


two weeks after April 1, they will be considered elected. 


. 
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AQUARIUM HAS New Tropicac Fish Room 

THE DISPLAY of fresh-water tropical] fish in the Steinhart Aqua rium has been greatly 
augmented by the addition of thirty-three new aquaria, which have been installed 
in the space formerly occupied by a diorama. The facilities for breeding and rearing 
fresh-water tropicals have also been markedly improved and moved from a small 
greenhouse on the roof into new quarters immediately back of the exhibition tanks. 

The opening of the new tropical room was celebrated by a Fish Show under the 
auspices of the San Francisco Aquarium Society. The show was open to both ama- 
teurs and dealers, with awards in separate classes. It aroused much interest and many 


handsome fish and beautiful aquarium arrangements were entered. 
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AcADEMY Receives Davipson LIBRARY 


THe Acapemy has received from the estate of the late Ellinor Davidson several 
thousand volumes from the scientific library of her father, Professor George David- 
son, who was president of the Academy from 1872 to 1887. 

San Francisco's highest peak, Mt. Davidson, is named after this pioneer scientist, 


as are Davidson Glacier, Davidson Bank, Davidson Inlet, and Davidson Point in 
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